Page #1
Page #1
Who Wants to Live a Million Years!!!!!!!!!
[image: image1.png]“Hello, I'm Charles
Darwin, British
naturalist.

“My observations have led me
to formulate the theory of
natural selection, which |
believe is the engine that

drives evolution.
Make a selection above to
learn about this process and
see how species evolve.”





Purpose:  To better understand evolution, natural selection, and Charles Darwin.  
Click on:  LEARN ABOUT NATURAL SELECTION

Part 1:  Every species exhibits variation   

Define the following terms:

Species –
Variation –
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Name the different variations in the birds pictured above?

[image: image3.png]Not all members within a species are exactly the
same. Individuals frequently exhibit variations in
color, size, strength, etc. Some variations are
subtle, others can be more extreme.




Part 2:  Many traits are passed from their parents to their offspring.
Define the following terms: 

Traits – 

Offspring –
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[image: image5.png]You can see how this happens just by looking in
the mirror. You may have inherited your mother’s
I eye color, or your father’s height.




Describe what specific variations bird 3 received from its parent’s = bird 1 and bird 2?
Bird #1 = 

Bird #2 = 
Part 3:  Life in the wild is competitive, and organisms with the most beneficial traits will prosper.  This is commonly known as “survival of the fittest”. 
Define the following term:

Survival of the fittest - 
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[image: image7.png]If an organism is born with traits that help it survive
or attract mates, it will likely produce more offspring
than rivals without those traits. Eventually,
beneficial traits can spread throughout a species.




Or if you don’t have the right traits they die out or become extinct.
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Now play the survival game!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Object of the game:  You will be choosing different traits of the same species to reproduce and make a population.  If you have good traits then your species will survive.  If you want you can use a genetic mutation life preserver to add another trait variation into the experiment.  You can do this twice in the game.  If your population doesn’t have enough variation they might not survive the changes to their environment.  Make sure to read all instructions and refer to this worksheet.  Begin playing!!!! 

Select your population!!! Draw a picture of the three trait variations you will have for your population then hit proceed.
	Example: 
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Did your species survive?  If no try again!!!!!  If yes draw what your new population looks like (three pics).  

	Example: 
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What changes occurred to the environment did your species have to survive?  

Keep playing until your population survives!!!!

Quiz Questions Under QUIZ!
1. In the first part of the explanation for Darwin’s theory of natural selection, every species exhibits what? 

a. The same traits
c. Colors

b. Variations

d. None of the above

2. What was the name of the ship that Darwin served as naturalist aboard from 1831 to 1836?

a. Infatiguable

c.  Sloop John B

b. Bugle


d.  Beagle 

3. Natural selection is only one of the processes of evolution.  What is one other process that can cause change in a species over time?  

a. Reproduction

c.  Mutation


b. Disease

d.  All of the above

4. A species of organism has survived in a mild environment for thousands of years.  Suddenly, the climate becomes much colder.  Which of the following traits might help the species survive?

a. Thick Fur

c.  Short Neck

b. Small Size

d.  All of the above

6. Which of the following traits might be passed from parent to offspring but not necessarily be beneficial to the survival of the species?  

a. Eye Color

c.  Large Size


b. Long Legs

d.  Heightened Senses

7. Part 3 of Darwin’s theory of natural selection states that life in the wild is competitive, and organisms with the most beneficial traits prosper.  What is this commonly know as? 

a. Survival of the strongest      c.  Survival of the fattest

b. Survival of the fittest
         d. Outwit/Outplay/ Outlast.

9.  How do you get to Carnegie Hall? 

a. Take the A train

c.  Get on the bus, Gus

b. A slow boat to China

d.  Practice

If you have time read more about Darwin’s Bio!!!!!!!!!!
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